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AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, 


Ly 
\ 


** WHY ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN u f 


N OT becauſe I was born in a& 
Chriſtian country, and educated in 
Chriſtian principles no: becauſe I 
find the illuſtrious Bacon, BoyLEe, 
Locke, CLARKE, and NEWTON, a- 
mong the profeſſors and defenders of 
Chriſtianity ;---nor merely. becaufe the 
ſyſtem itſelt is ſo admirably calculated 
to mend and exalt human nature : 
but becauſe the evidence accompany- 
ing the goſpel, has convinced me of 
its truth. The ſecondary cauſes, aſſign- 
ed by unbelievers, do nct, in my judg- 
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ment, account for the riſe, progreſs, and 
early triumphs of the Chriſtian religion. 
Upon the principles of ſcepticiſm, I 
perceive an effect without an adequate 
cauſe. I therefore, ſtand acquitted to 
my own reaſon, though I continue to- 


believe and profeſs the religion of Jeſus 


Chriſt, Arguing from effects to cauſes, 


I think, I have philoſophy on my fide. | 


And reduced to a choice of difficulties, 


I encounter not ſo many, in admitting 


the miracles aſcribed to the ſaviour, as 
in the arbitrary ſuppoſitions and conjec- 
tures of his enemies. 

That there once exiſted ſuch a perſon 
as Jeſus Chriſt ; that he appeared in Ju- 
dea in the reign of Tiberius ; that he 
taught a ſyſtem of morals, ſuperiour to 
any inculcated inthe Jewiſh ſchools ; that 
he was crucified at Jeruſalem ; and that 
Pontius Pilate was the Roman govern- 
our, by whoſe ſentence he was condem- 
ned and executed, are facts which no 
one can reaſonably call in queſtion. The 
moſt inveterate deiſts admit them with- 


out difficulty. And indeed, to difpute 
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theſe facts would be giving the lie to all 
hiſtory. As well might we deny the 
exiſtence of Cicero, as that of a perſon 
by the name of Jeſus Chriſt. And with 
equal propriety might we call in queſ- 
tion the orations of the former, as the 
diſcourſes of the latter. We are moral- 
ly certain , that the one entertained the 
Romans with his eloquence ; and that 
the other enlightened the Jews with his 
wiſdom. But it is unneceſſary to labour 
theſe points, becauſe they are generally 
conceded, They, who affect to deſpite 
the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, profeſs to 
reverence [acitus, Suetonius, and Pliny. 
f.nd theſe eminent Romans bear teſtimo- 
ny to ſeveral particulars, which relate to 
the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, his influence 
as the founder of a ſet; and his crucifix- 
wn, From a deference to human au- 
thority, all therefore, acknowledge, that 
the Chriſtian religion derived its name 
from Jeſus Chriſt. And many are fo 
juſt to his merits, as to admit, that he 
taught better than Confucius ; and prac- 


tiſed better than Socrates or Plato. 
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But, I confeſs, my creed embraces: 


many more articles, I believe, that Jeſus. 
Chrift was not merely a teacherof virtue, 
but that he had a ſpecial commiſſion. 


to teach. Tbelieve, that his doctrines. 


are not the work of human reaſon, but: 
divine communications to mankind. I 
believe, that he was authorized by God” 
to proclaim forgiveneſs to the penitent ;. 
and to reveal a ſtate of immortal glory. 
and bleſſedneſs to thoſe who fear God, 
and work righteouſneſs. I believe, in. 
Mort, the whole evangelick hiſtory, and 
of conſequence, the divine original of. 


Chriſtianity, and the ſacred authority of. 


the goſpel. Others may. reje& theſe 
things.as the fictions. of human art or. 
policy. But I aſſent to them, from a. 
full conviction of their truth. The 


grounds of this conviction, I ſhall aſſign 


in the courſe of this work. And I ſhall 
nndertake to ſhow, why the objections. 
of infidelity, though they have often, 
ſhocked my feelings, have neyer yet. 
ſhaken my faith. 


and my profeſſion, 
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To come then, to the Queſtion : 
Wuy ARE You A CHRISTIAN ? Ian 


IX ſwer, becauſe the Chriſtian religion car- 


ries with it internal marks of its truth ; 

becauſe not only without the aid, but in 

oppoſition to the civil authority, in op- 
poſition to the wit, the argument, and 
violence of its enemies, it made its way; 
and gained an eſtabliſhment in the- 
world: becauſe it exhibits the accom-- 
pliſhment of ſome prophecies ; and pre 
ſents others, which have been ſince ful- 
filled: and becauſe its author diſplayed: 
an example, and performed works, 
which beſpeak, not merely a ſuperiour, 
but a divine character. Upon theſe ſev- 
cral facts, I ground my belief as a Chriſ- 
tian. And, till the evidence on which. 
they reſt; can be invalidated by counter: 
evidence, I muſt retain my principles, 
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SECTION I. 


The Iniernal evidence of Chriſtianity." 
Fir/t---I am a Chriftian, becauſe the 


intrinſick excellency of Chriſtianity 


points it out as a ſyſtem worthy of my 
belief; 'becaufe the laws which it pre- 
ſcribes, the ſpirit which it breathes, and 
the diſcoveries which it makes, are ſo ad- 
mirably ſuited to the conſtitution and 
circumſtances of man, that I cannot reject 
it. The preceptive part of Chriſtianity 
has been very generally approved. And 
how is it poſſible, that any one ſhould 
ſeriouſly object to laws, which tend to 
correct the errours, and reform the vices 
of human nature; and to exalt the cha- 
racter of man to the higheſt ſtage of 
moral perfection? If Chriſtianity pre- 
{cribed the auſterities gf the monk, the 


ſolitude of the hermit, or the wander- 


ings of the pilgrim ; if it even gave 
countenance to ſuch extravagancies, or 
allowed them the loweſt degree of merit, 
I ſhould eſteem it a formidable objection 
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to the ſyſtem. But nothing of this diſ- 
cription can be found in the writings of 
the Evangeliſts or Apoſtles. Thoſe writ- 
ings pour contempt uponall ſuperſtitious 
practices ; and lead us to aſcribe no 
value to- any works, but thoſe of true 
piety and virtue. They teach us to 
worſhip God in ſpirit and m truth; to 
love him ſupremely ; to be grateful for 
QÞis favours, and reſigned to his diſpen- 
*fations ; ; to truſt in his mercy, and re- 
Joice in his government. They teach us 
to diſmiſs all anxious cares and appre- 
henfions : and having employed the 
means, which infinite wiſdom has ap- 
pointed, to leave the event with infinite 
goodneſs, They teach us to love our 
neighbour as ourſelves ; to forgive him 
when he has injured us; to bear with 
his infirmities, and to excuſe his follies ; 
to aveep with ghim in his diſtreſſes ; 
when he is in want, to afford him our 
aſſiſtance; and to do to him as we ſhould. 
think it fit and reaſonable, that he ſhould' 
do tous. They teach us to love even 


gur ent mies, ſo far at leaſt, as to abſtain 
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from revenge; and to render them of- 
fices of kindneſs, when their circum- 
ftances call for commiſeration, 'They 
teach us to govern our appetites and paſ- 
ſions, to be chaſte, humble, temperate, 
pure, and as much as poſſible, to be like 
our father in heaven, whoſe character 
is an aſſemblage of every natural and 
moral perfection. They teach children 
to reverence and obey their parents; and 
parents to love, inſtruct, and provide 
for their children. They teach the huſ- 
band conjugal fidelity and affection; 
and the wife, the peculiar duties of her 
ſtation, and the amiable virtues which 
adorn the ſex; and bleſs the marriage 
union. They teach maſters lenity, and 


the ſervants faithfulneſs. They teach 


rulers to exerciſe their authority for the 
publick good; and perſons in private 
life, not to withold hondur and ſubmiſ- 


ſion from thoſe, under whoſe wiſe and 


Juſt adminiſtration, they lead quiet and 
peaceable lives. In a word, the affluent 


and the poor, the proſperous and the at- 


44 
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W Aicted, the aged and the young, may all 
find ther duty in the ſacred books. And 
the duties, there enjoined, are ſuch as 
the enlightened reaſon of every man 
muſt approve. 

FTpheſe ſublime leſſons of morality are 
found in various parts of the New Teſ- 
tament. They enrich the divine ſer- 
mon on the Mount. And they are con- 
IF taincd in the excellent parables deliver- 
ed by Jeſus Chriſt. I alſo find them in 
the diſcourſes of the Apoſtles, and in 
their paſtoral letters. I may ſay, wherev- 
er I open the Chriſtian volume, I find 
ſome direction, which, if properly ob- 


nich ſerved, would render me a good neigh- 
age bour, a good member of ſociety, a good 
and friend, and a good man ! And is it poſ- 
ach ible for me to doubt the divine original 
the of a ſyſtem, which furniſhes ſuch rules ; 
ate and contemplates ſo glorious an object ? 
uſe If the prohibitions of Jeſus Chriſt 
od were univerſally regarded, and his laws 
nd MF obeyed, what bleſſings would pour in 
ent on ſociety? There would be no wars 


at. among the nations of the earth. There 
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would be no oppreſſion. There would 


be neither tyrants nor ſlaves. Every | 
ruler would be juſt; every citizen | 
would be honeſt ; every parent would | 


be faithful to his charge; every child 
would be dutiful ; the pureſt affection 
would recommend domeſtick life; and 
neighbours would be mutual bleflings. 
Under the dominion of Chriſtianity, 


envy, pride, and jealouſy, would give | 
way to the moſt enlarged benevolence. 8 
Human nature would recover its digni- 
ty. And every man would reap the 


preſent reward of his own virtues, 
From theſe facts, others may draw 
their own concluſions : my inference is, 


that Chriſtianity is true. I do not be- 


lieve, that ſuch a ſyſtem of morals can 
be the work of human wiſdom That 
theſe laws originated with God ; and 
that Jeſus Chriſt was commiſſioned to 
promulgate them, appears to me a much 


more rational uppoſitions. The more 


I inſpect them, the leſs am I inclined to 
compliment human ingenuity with ſo 
glorious a production. If then, I con- 
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tinue to believe in this age of refine- 


ment, and free inquiry, it is becauſe | 
am unable to reſiſt the evidence arifing 
from the tranſcendent excellency of the 
Chriſtian precepts. I think it infinite- 
ly more probable, that they ſhould be a 
comn,unication from God, than that 
philoſophy ſhould juſtly claim the hon- 
-our of the invention. 
The doctrines of the Chriſtian reli gion | 


ſurniſh an additional argument in its fay- 
ligni- 1 


p the | 


our. They are ſuch as appear worthy of 
God, and anſwerable to the natural expec- 
tations of men. The perfections of the 
Deity, his agency in the creation and 
government of the world, the condi- 
tions of his approbation, the conſe- 
quences, and a future ſtate of exiſtence, 
are points, reſpecting which every rea- 
ſonable being would wiſh for informa- 
tion. And it is a fact, that the New 
Teſtament throws divine light on all 
It informs us, that there 
is One God; that he is infinitely holy, 
that he is 
ſelf-exiſtent and independent; that his 
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power is irreſiſtible, and his preſence 
univerſal ; that he made and upholds 


all worlds ; that he created the human 
ſpecies, and every inferiour being; that 


he is moreover, their preſerver and ben- 


efactor; that he exerciſes a moral gov- 
ernment over man; that he requires 
obedience to his laws, and conſequently, 
reſents their infraction; that forgiveneſs 
is poſſible, and repentance and reforma- 
tion the conditions; that death is not 


utter deſtruction; that all who die will 


live again; that all who are raiſed, will 
be judged ; and that there is a. future 
Rate, in which virtue will ſhine with 


unfading luſtre, and receive an everlaft- 


ing reward. Theſe are not uſeleſs ſpec- 
ulations, but doctrines of infinite mo- 
ment. They intereſt as well the heart, 
as the underſtanding. And their influ- 
ence extends both to our actions, and 
our enjoyments. 

It would be eaſy to produce the vari- 


ous paſſages, in which theſe points are 


maintained. But it is unneceſſary; as 


every one will allow them to be doctrines 
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of Chriſtianity. Whether the ſyſtem be 


true or not, it certainly contains theſe 


articles. I would now put the queſtion- 
to every ſober, Theiſt, whether I muſk 
renounce either. my underſtanding, or 
my creed ? Is there any thing incredible 
in this repreſentation of God and man, 
of the demands of the one, and the deſ- 
tination of the other ? Muſt I offer an 
affront to my reaſon, if I believe in one 
God, exerciſing. the authority; and poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the glorious attributes aſerib- 
ed to him in the Chtiſtian writings ? 
Does my un: derſtanding revolt at the 
evangelical account of his providence and 
moral government? That I ſhould make 
it my ſtudy to obey him ; when guilty 
of diſobedience, that I ſhould repent and 
reform; and that, as I behave, ſo I may 
expect to be treated ;- is there any thing 
irrational in theſe doctrines? We read 
of a mediator, and a rich variety of bleſ- 
ſings diſpenſed through him; and is 
not this agreeable to the eſtabliſhed con- 
ſtitution of things in the world ? Do not 
temporal mercies often flow to us 
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through the mediation of others? And 
may not many inſtances be produced, in 


vrhich the political redemption of a na- 


tion has been accompliſhed by the la- 
bours; or purchaſed by the blood of 


{ome virtuous patriot? Is common ſenſe 


inſulted by the doctrine of a refurreQion ? 


'Fhis has been aſſerted: but with what 
reaſon, I never could conceive. When 
I examine the power and wiſdom of God, 
they do not appear incompetent to ſuch 
an effect. When I conſider the divine 
goodneſs, I fee nothing in the reſurrec- 
tion of man irreconcileable with that 
perfection. And when I h reflect, that 
God formed the human body; and in- 
ſpired the breath of life, I can eaſily be- 
lieve, that he is able to raiſe us up at 
the laſt day. Before I can reject the re- 


ſurrect ion of mankind, it muſt therefore, 


be demonſtrated, that the terms imply a 
contradiction. g 


As to a future ſtate of retribution, I 
would afk, what preſumption there is 
againſt it. We find, that we have al- 


ready experienced great changes. Since 
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our firſt introduction to this world, our 
active and intellectual powers have gain- 
ed ſtrength, as we have advanced to- 
wards maturity. And why may we 


not hereafter poſſeſs them in higher 


perfection? Why may we not move, 
not merely in a new, but in a nobler 
ſphere? And as a moral government is 
evidently begun in this ſtate, why may 
it not be completed in another ? In theſe 
expectations, I' think we are ſupported 
by the analogy of nature. As we have 
already exiſted in different ſtates, new 
ſcenes may be in reſerve for us; and 
new capacities of action, enjoyment, . 
and ſuffering may await us beyond the 
grave. | * 
Combining the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity, I am led then, to 
infer from them the truth of the ſyſtem, 
Becauſe the former are ſo important, 
and the latter ſo beneficial ; | becauſe the 
doctrines. of Chriſt tend to make us ſo 
wiſe, and his laws ſo. good, I am, in a 
manner; compelled to receive them as 
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lence, that I muſt aſcend to heaven for 
an adequate cauſe. I aſſent therefore, 
moſt unfeignedly to thoſe words of our 
 faviour, ** my doctrine is not mine, but 
his who ſent me. And I do aſſert, were 
there no other evidence that our religion 
is from God, it would be more reaſona- 
ble toadmit its claims to a divine origin- 
al, than to reject them. 


SECTION I. 


Evidence ariſing | fram the early. trium PLS 
of Chriſtianity, 


But my faith as a Chriſtian, does not 


reſt on this ſingle foundation. I have 
ather reafons for believing the goſpel. 
Ihe early triumphs of Chriſtianity fur- 
niſh-a Second, and in my view, a moſt 
weighty argument in ſupport of my reli- 
gion. And my conviction of its truth 
gains ſtrength every time I examine its 


introduction, progreſs, and eſtabliſh- 


ment in the world. Recurring to the 
period of its infancy, I find, that it 
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made its way not only without the aid, 
but in oppoſition to the eivil authority. 
] obſerve, that it roſe fuperiour to the 
wit, the argument, and the violence of 
its enemies. T perceive, that it baffled 
the arts of the Jewiſh prieſts and rulers; 
and ſupported itſelf againſt the rage of 
the multitude. When Heathens became 
its enemies and perſecutors, I find their. 
oppoſition as ineffectual as that of the 
Jews. Though it was the contempt 
and derifior-of- the more leading charac- 
ters in ſociety, yet- I take notice, that it 
gained/a wonderful aſcendency over the 
human mind; and at-length became the 
religion of the Roman-world. Theſe 
are facts: and how am I:to account for 
them, if Chriſtianity be a mere fable? 
I can eaſily believe, that an impoſ- 


ture may ſucceed, if it have the publiek 


prejudices, the learning, wealth, and in- 


fluence of the country, or the ſword of 


the magiſtrate on its ſide. I never won- 
dered, that the attempts of Mahomet to 


_ eſtabliſh his religion, were erowned with: 


ſucceſs, When J peruſe the Koran, and 
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examine the materials of which, it is 
compoſed ;. when I obſerve how much 
the work is indebted to the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian revelations ;---when I ſurvey 
the particular part, which Mahomet, or 
his agents ſupplied ;---when I fee, with 
how much art the whole is accommodat- 
ed to the opinions and habits of Jews, 
Chriſtians, and Pagans ;---when J con- 
ſider what indulgencies it grants, and 
what future ſcenes it unfolds ;---when [I 
advert to the peculiar circumſtances of 
the times, when its author formed the 
vaſt deſign of aſſuming the royal and 
prophetick character ;- and more than 
all, when I contemplate the reformer at 
the head of a conquering army, the Ko- 
ran in one hand; and in the other; a 
ſword,---I cannot be ſurpriſed at the 
civil and religious revolution, which has 
immortalized his name. With his ad- 
vantages, how could be fail of ſucceſs? 
Every thing favoured the enterpriſe. 
The nations beheld a military apoſtle. 
And they, who were unconvinced by his 
arguments, trembled at his ſword, 
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But did Jeſus Chriſt have recourſe to 
ſuch meaſures in order to eſtabliſh his 
religion? Was he a general, or his apoſ- 
tles ſoldiers ? In proof of his divine miſ- 
ſion, did he affront the reaſon of man- 
kind, by appealing to the ſword? Did 
the learning of the age come to his aſ- 
ſiſtance? Did genius and eloquence: 
plead his cauſe? Were the principles of 
his religion ſuch as would eaſily eapti- 
vate perſons of figure and faſhion? 
Would wealth be partial to them ? It is 
granted, that the laws of Chriſtianity are 
perfectly aecommodated to the reaſon- 
able, and moral nature of man; but 
did the habits of the age, in which they 
were promulgated, prediſpoſe the pub- 
lick mind to receive thoſe laws? And 
were the doctrines of the goſpel conſo- 
nant to prevailing and popular opinions? 
There is not a man, who has examined 
the life, the actions, and the religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who will anſwer one of 
theſe queries in the affirmative. 

In the whole compats of hiſtory, no 
fact is better eſtabliſhed than the paci- 
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fick character of our great maſter, and 
the inoffenſive meaſures by which he 
proſecuted his cauſe, He proclaimed. 
the truths ; and inculcated the duties of- 
his religion : but he uſed no violence to 
make men believe the one, or practiſe 
the other. He addreſſed himſelf to the 
reaſon of mankind ; and then left them 
to make up their own judgment. At 
length he ſuffered ; and his caufe- de- 
volved upon certain perſons who had at- 
tended upon his miniſtry, and been wit- 
nefjes of his actions. Theſe perſons, 
called apoſtles; went forth intothe world; 
and taught the ſame truths, which they 
had learned from their mafter, and 
which he had ſealed with his blood. In 
Imitation of their great pattern, they 
likewiſe applied, not to the paſſions, but 
to the reaſon of the age. With the Jews, 
they argued on their own principles. 


Aud for the conviction of Gentiles, they 


appealed to facts. Not one of their ene- 
mics ever pretended, that more formi- 
dable weapons were employed by the 
apoſtles in the Chriſtian cauſe, How 
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then ſhall we account for their ſucceſs ? 
What induced ſeveral thouſands of the 
Jewiſh nation to embrace Chriſtianity ? 
And why did ſuch multitudes of the 
Gentile world forſake their ſuperſti- 
tions ; and receive the religion of the 
goſpel ? 

Was Chriſtianity a popular ſyſtem ? 
None could be leſs fo. Did it open the 
way to a ſeat in the Sanhedrim, to the 
honours of the prieſthood, or to an office 
under the Roman government ? I never 
heard the infinuation; Was it an intro- 
duction to wealth or power ? It was the 
very reverſe. Did it flatter any of the 
the ruling paſſions.of the human heart, 
or permit their gratification ? Every one, 
who has examined it, knows the con- 
trary. If then, as the terms are general- 
ly underſtood, it was neither honourable, 
profitable, nor popular if it was the 
deriſion of philoſophy, and the contempt 
of learning ;---if the wit of the age was 
exerted againſt it,---if the prieſt hood 
hated, and the magiſtrate perſecuted it, 
to what cauſe am I to aſcribe the preva- 


* 
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Jence of Chriſtianity ? Under all theſe 
diſadvantages, what enabled it to keep 
its ground? Upon one principle only, 
can Tacount for this fact to my own ſatis- 
faction, and that is the truth of the ſyſ- 
tem, and the patronage of heaven. I can 
believe, that truth may triumph over the 


moſt formidable oppoſition; and that 


God is able to defend his own cauſe. 


For every phenomenon in nature, 


there mult be a ſufficient reaſon. This 
1s a doctrine of philoſophy ; and not on- 
ly fo, but a dictate of common ſenſe. 
Taking this principle for granted, I 


therefore, endeavour to account for the 
exiſtence of Chriſtianity. I find, that 


the religion of Jeſus is not coeval with 


many events preſerved in hiſtory, By 


means of various records, which have 


eſcaped the ravages of time, I perceive, 
that leſs than eighteen centuries will car- 
ry me back to the age, in which this 


religion was firſt propoſed to the world. 


By the confeſſion of its enemies, it de- 
rived no ſupport from the family- con- 


nexions, out ward circumſtances, or fate 
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of its author. So far from it, all theſe 
things operated againſt it. Jeſus Chriſt, 
though a very excellent, was in the eſti- 
mation of the world, a very obſcure per- 
ſon. His family, though once exalted, 
had fallen into decay. And his fate 
was as infamous as it was unmerited. 
His followers likewiſe, and thoſe with 
whom he left his cauſe, were generally 
as obſcure as their maſter. They had 
not wealth, to give them importance. 
They were not men in power. Nor 
were their natural abilities, or literary 
attainments ſo great, as to give them a 
decided ſuperiority over their enemies. 
It is certain therefore, that Chriſtianity 
did not owe its ſucceſs to any thing daz- 
zling in the perſonal accompliſhments or 
circumſtances of its firſt preachers. 
Where then, ſhall I look for the 
cauſe ? The religion of Chriſt did . 
vail; though t 0 perſons of figure oo 
influence, its author was an object of 
contempt; and though his fate was that 
of the vileſt malefactor. It did make 
its way; though its miniſters were the 
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fartheſt poſſible from that deſcription of 
men, who take the lead in ſociety; 
whole opinions it is the pride of others 
to adopt; and whoſe example it is their 


ambition to follow. It did ſucceed; 


though it bore an uniform teſtimony, 
againſt all the impiety and immorality 


| practiſed in the world. Without flat- 


tering one diſorderly paſſion of the hu- 
man heart, without accommodating it- 
{elf to one corrupt habit, it triumphed 
over the prejudices of multitudes. And 
whilſt its profeſſion was attended with 
every temporal diſcouragement, not only 
the provinces, but the very city of Rome, 
abounded with Chriſtians! I aſk the 
queſtion once more, if Chriſtianity be a 
fable, how am I to account for this rev- 
olution ? | 

1 well know the ſolution, which 
modern ingenui ty has propoſed. Gib- 
bon's ſecondary cauſes I have repeate9!) 
examined; I] would hope with impar- 
tiality : I certainly have done it with at- 
tention. But they never gave me ſatiſ- 
faction; and for a reaſon, which the 
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great Sir Iſaac Newton ſhall aſſign. He 
ſays, that a cauſe muſt be known to ex- 
iſt; and that it muſt be adequate to an 
effect, before it can be admitted into 
found philoſophy ; and before ſuch ef- 
fect can with propriety, be referred. to 
it. But the cauſes, aſſigned by thoſe 
who reject the Chriſtian religion, appear 
to want both theſe conditions, We have 
no proof that many of them ever exiſted, 
And united, they ſeem utterly inadequate 
to explain the various appearances ; and 
account for the phenomena, to which 
they have been applied. 
a Chriſtian, becauſe the early conqueſts 
of Chriſtianity will not ſuffer me to re- 


| ject it as a fable. 


SECTION III. 


Evidence arifing from the completion of 
| prophecy. 

But though concluſive, yet theſe are 

not the only arguments, which give au- 

thority to the goſpel, The completion 


I am therefore 
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of prophecy furniſhes a Third reaſon for 
that reverence, which I feel for Chriſ- 
tianity ; and for my aſſent to it as a di- 
vine religion. In peruſing the Jewith 
and Chriſtian writings, I find ſeveral 
predictions. Some of theſe preceded the 
ſaviour; and others were uttered by him, 


Some were accompliſhed in him; and 


others in events which took place after 
his appearing. Examples of each I 
ſhall firſt exhibit ; and then ſhow, why 
they determine me to be a Chriſtian. 

It was predicted, that the Meſſiah 
ſhould come, before the ſceptre 
departed from Judah.” And does 
not hiſtory confirm this prediction? 
Did not jeſus Chriſt appear and ſuffer; 
before the Jewiſh government was ſub- 
verted by the Romans? It was predict- 
ed, that “he ſhould come whilſt the 


lecond temple was ſtanding ;*' and that 


the houſe ſhould derive glory from the 
occational viſits of ſo great a character. 
And was not this prophecy fulfilled ? 
It was predicted, that he ſhould come 


in four hundred and ninety years, 
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from the time in which the city of the 
Jews ſhould recover from the diſgrace, 
under which it had lain during the cap- 
tivity ; that he ſhould be cut off; 
and that ** Jeruſalem and the temple 
ſhould be afterwards made deſolate.” 
And did not theſe things happen in the 
order, and at the period here deſcribed ? 
It was predicted, that inthe ageof the 
Meſſiah, many aſtoniſhing works ſhould 
be performed. And were not ſuch works 
performed by Jeſus. Chriſt ? At leaſt, is 
it not an article in his hiſtory, that 
through his benevolent: interpoſition, 
and in conſequence of his ſupernatural 
powers, the blind received their fight, 
the lame walked, the deaf heard, the 
dumb ſpake, the fick recovered, and 
the dead-revived ? Finally, it was pre- 
dicted, that he ſhould enter the holy 
city in triumph;“ that his enemies ſhould 
there conſpire againſt him; that he ſhould 
be ſold for thirty pieces of ſilver; that he 
* ſhould be ſcourged, and treated with 
every ſpecies of contempt ; that his perſecu- 
tors ſhould ** * him; “ that they 
ä 2 


go CLARKE ON 


ſhould ( pierce his hands and feet; that 


the ſpectators of his crucifixion ſhould 
mock him; that the ſoldiers ſhould draw 
lots for his garment ;** that he ſhould be 
numbered with tranſgreflors ; that ** gall 
and vinegar ” ſhould bepreſented to him, 
when in his laſt agonies; and that heſhould 
make his grave with the rich.” And 
in the hiſtory. of Chriſt, have we not tho 
completion of theſe prophecies ? Com- 
paring the predictions and the. events, 
can we deny, that the latter are a e 
counterpart to the former? 

But the perſon, whoſe fate was ſo 
particularly foretold, was himſelf a pro- 
phet. On various occaſions, he declar- 
ed to his followers, that he ſhould ſuffer 
a violent death. He predicted, that his 
own countrymen would condemn him; 
and the Gentiles execute the ſentence. 


He foretold the cowardice of Peter, the 


treachery of Judas, the terrour and flight 
of all his diſciples, when he ſhould be 
arreſted, his reſurrection from the grave, 
the effuſion of the holy ſpirit, the deſ- 
truction of Jeruſalem and the temple, 
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with all the horrours attending it, the 
diſperſion of the Jews, the perſecutions 
of his followers, and ſucceſs of the- 
goſpel, notwithſtanding the oppoſition; 
which would be made by its enemies. 

And, according to the records of that 
age, did not all theſe things come to 
paſs? Have we not the higheſt evidence 
which hiſtory can afford, that Jeſus 
Chriſt both ſuffered, and triumphed in 
the manner, which he had before de- 
{cribed ? Were not his diſciples hated: 
of all men? Were not the moſt wanton 
cruelties exerciſed upon them? And 
did not the time come, when their ex- 
termination from the earth was contem- 
plated as a ſacrifice, which the honour 
of God, the intereſts of truth, and the 
good of ſociety required? Was not Je- 
ruſalem deſtroyed by the Romans? And 
as to the temple, did the reſentment of 
the conquering army leave one ſtone of 
that magnificent building on another ? 
Before their reduction, were not the ſuf- 
ferings of the Jews ſach as no other peo- 
ple had ever experienced? And after that 
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event, were they not diſperſed among all 
nations? Does not their diſperſion ſtill 
continue ? I. nd; are they not, at this 
very moment, a ſtanding proof of his 
veracity, who predicted their ruin? 
When I compare the denunciations of 
Jeſus Chriſt with the fate of the Jews, 
I am unable to account for their confor- 
mity, if I reject his divine inſpiration. 
The hiſtory of Joſephus, who beheld the 
ruin of his country,comes in aid of the e- 
vangeliſts. And I feel the ſame confidence, 
that Chriſt foretold, as that the hiſtorian 


related, this terrible event. 


After a cool and impartial examination 


of theſe facts, can it be ſtrange that I 
ſhould profeſs myſelf a Chriſtian ? How 
can ] reſiſt the evidence ariſing from the 
the completion of prophecy ? I find 
many predictions accompliſhed in Jeſus 
Chriſt. And many, which were utter- 
ed by him, I find inconteſtably verified 
by ſucceeding events. Will it ſatisfy 
my reaſon, to inſinuate that this may be 
the work of chance? Will it be ſuffi- 
cient to ſay, that the author of our re- 
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ligion, and certain perſons, who aſſum- 
ed the name of prophets, happened to 
gueſs right? To thoſe, who have any 
acquaintance with the doctrine of 
chances, this inſinuation will appear 
both impertinent and abſurd. That 
there could not have been ſuch a ſeries 


of fortunate gueſſes, is a point capable 


of arithmetical demonſtration. 

The man, who can perſuade himſelf 
to admit this ſuppoſition, muſt, with a 
very ill grace, object to the miracles, 
wonders, and figns, afcribed to Jeſus 
Chriſt. And of all perſons, he ought 
to be the laſt to charge others with cre- 
dulity. As to myſelf, I cannot believe, 
that ſome hundreds of years before the 
ſaviour appeared, the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of his life and death were gueſſ- 
ed by ſome impoſing diviner. I can- 
not be reconciled to the ſuppoſition, 
that one by mere accident, gueſſed that 
he would enter Jeruſalem, riding on an 
aſs, and be there ſold for thirty pieces of 
filver ; another; that his enemies would 


pierce his hands, and his. feet, would: 
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mock his agonies, and caſt lots for 
his garment; a third, that he would 
be numbered with tranſgreſſors, and be 
laid in the tomb of a rich man. Such a 
wonderful refemblance of mere conjec- 


ture and fact would exceed any prodigy 


recorded in the ſacred volume. 
And the ſame obſervation will apply to 
the predictions of Jeſus Chriſt ; wheth- 
er they relate to his own ſufferings, or 
thoſe of his devoted country. It is im- 
poſſible that he ſhould have deſcribed 
them with ſo much preciſion, unleſs his 
mind. had been divinely illuminated. 
The ſucceſs of modern conjectures is 


well known. And if Jefus Chriſt be 


degraded to the rank of thoſe, who have 
been moſt expert at gueſſing, I muſt ſay, 
their talents will admit of no compari- 
fon with his. The art, if it was only 
an art, makes no figure at the preſent 
age. I muſt therefore, conclude, that 
real predictions were uttered and accom- 
pliſhed. And I muſt draw from them 
the inference, that the ſyſtem is divine, 
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in ſupport of which they have been urg- 
ed. I have no other alternative, than 
either to admit this concluſion, or the 
moſt extravagant ſuppoſions, that ever 
diſgraced the human mind. 
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SgcTION IV. 


Evidence ariſing from the character and 
miracles of Chriſt. 


But I have a Fourth reaſon for my 
belief and principles as a Chriſtian : and 
that is, that the author of my religon 
diſplayed an example ; and performed 
works, which proclaim, not merely a 


ſuperiour, but a divine character. No 


human language can do juſtice to the 
temper and morals of Jeſus Chriſt, 
The excellency of the one, and the puri- 
ty of the other, render him an object 
worthy. of our higheſt admiration. , In 
how wonderful a manner, did he exem- 
plify his own moral leſſons? And how 


divinely did he ſupport his character, as 
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the friend of mankind? With what ex- 
quiſite tenderneſs did he conduct towards 
the miſerable? And what patience did 
he diſplay, under every ſpecies of provo- 
cation ? How condeſcending was he to 
the weak, how humble, how juſt, how ready 
to forgive his enemies, how benevolent to 
all? What a ſublime devotion poſſeſſed 
his heart? And in ſcenes of the deepeſt 
diſtreſs, how perfect was his reſignation? 
How amiably did he converſe ? How 
unblamably did he live? How nobly 
did he die? And can T reconcile the 
appearance of ſuch virtue with the mean 
and intereſted views of an ambitious im- 
poſtor ? Is it credible, that ſuch pure 
ſtreams ſhould proceed from a corrupt 
fountain? | 
Many, who reje&t the claims, and 
deny the miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, admit 
the moral excellency of his character. 
A greater inconſiſtency cannot be con- 
ceived! What, is it no offence againſt 
the laws of morality to appeal to works 
never performed ; and to pretend to the 
xxerciſe of powers, which never exiſted ? 
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Are deliberate falſehood, impoſition, and 
hypocriſy, to be eraſed from the cata- 
logue of crimes ?' Is impiety no ſtain 2, 


And to die with an obſtinate and inflex- 


ible adherence to falſe pretenſions, is 
there nothing imn.oral in ſuch behav- 
iour? I-confeſs, I have very different 


views of right and wrong. And ] feel a 


ſtrong conviction, that falſehood and de- 


ceit, for whatever purpoſe they may be 


employed; and to whatever end they 
may be directed, are to the laſt degree, 


criminal and diſgraceful. 


Yet, this accuſation muſt be brought 
againſt Jeſus Chriſt, if he did no. mira- 
cles; and was only a ſelf commiſſioned. 
reformer. He certainly did .profets to 
work miracles; and he did appeal to 


them as divine atteftations to his facred 


character. If he inſiſted, that he was 
{ent of. God to enlighten and ſave man- 
kind, he was careful to add, The 


works, which 1 do, they bear witneſs 
of me.” I muſt therefore, deny that 


he was that excellent perſon, which 
{ome modern unbelievers profeſs to ef- 
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teem him. Or, I muſt admit the reali- 
ty of thoſe miracles, to which he ſo often, 
and with ſo much ſolemnity, appealed, 
There is no other alternative. It cannot 
be, that he was a ſplendid pattern of 
pure and ſublime morality ; whilſt his 
miſſion, and ſupernaturai powers, were 
an artful pretence, 

Reduced then, to the neceſſity either 
of admitting, together with the moral 
excellencies, the miracles of Jeſus, or of 
rejecting both, I can, without difficulty, 
make up my judgment. However un- 
philoſophical it may be thought, I am 
perſuaded, that he did ſuch works as 
no man could perform, unleſs God were 
with him.” Yes, notwithſtanding the 
metaphyſick of ſome, and the ſneers of 
others, I do believe that he appealed to 
facts, when he ſaid, ©* The blind fee ; 
the lame walk; the Jepers are cleanſed ; 


the deaf hear; and the dead are raiſed.” 


God, who ordained the Jaws of nature, 
can certainly contro] or ſuſpend them. 
Nor is there any thing abſurd in the 
ſuppoſition, that occaſions may offer, on 
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which ſuch an application of almighty 
power may be worthy of God; and re- 
flect honour on his wiſdom and benevo- 
lence. if ME 

It is frue, ſuch interruptions of the 
general courſe of nature are not viſible at 
the preſent age. Oureyes have never been 
gratified with the ſight of a miracle. 
But this is no proof, that the eyes of 
other men in other ages, have impoſed 
upon their underſtandings. The king 
of Siam, becauſe he had never ſeen ice, 
denied the poſſibility of its exiſtence. 
His narrow experience, under a burning 


ſun, was oppoſed to the teſtimony of a 
credible witneſs. If this prince had been 


a metaphy ſician, with what a multiplic- 


ity of arguments, would he have en- 
countered and overwhelmed the Euro- 


pean, who related the effects of cold up- 


on the waters of his country ? If he had 
been a philoſopher, how learnedly would 
he have reaſoned upon the elementary 
particles of fluids ; and from their ſphe- 
rical form, how eaſily would he have 


demonſtrated the impoſſibility of conge- 
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lation? But what is logick, when oppoſ- 
ed to fact? 

The miracles, aſcribed to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the apoſtles, reſt upon the 
ſame foundation with other articles, 
which we find in the narratives of his 
life. They have not come down to us 


through the channel of tradition; but. 


by means of a formal record, made by 
perſons, who declare themſelves wit- 
neſſes of the ſcenes which they deſcribe. 
Nor are they introduced into theſe re- 
cords merely by way of ornament ; or 


to animate a dull narration. : they are an 
eſſential part of the work. In the ſame 
page, we find. the miracles and moral 


leſſons of ſeſus Chriſt. In the fame 
artleſs manner, they are both related. 
For which reaſon, I feel. myſelf unable 
to dra the line, where truth ends; and 
fiction begins. All my information 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt, is derived from 


the ſame ſource. Where teſtimony is ſo 
explicitand circumſtantial; I muſt there- 


tore, admit the whole; or reje& the 


whole. I mention this, becauſe ſome 
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have profeſſed to believe the hiſtory of 
our Lord's diſcourſes, whilſt they deni- 
ed that of his miracles. But theſe arti- 
cles are ſo connected, that there can be 
no diſcrimination. If an evangeliſt de- 
ſerves credit, when he folemnly declares 
the things which he heard; why not, 
when he as folemnly declares the facts. 
which he ſaw ? Why thoutd I aſcribe 
more veracity to his ears, than to his 
eyes? | 

That the miracles of Jeſus ſtand as 
fairly recorded as his moral inſtructions, 
is not however, my only reaſon for be- 
lieving them. Certain events, which 
took place at the memorable period, 
when theſe miracles are ſaid to have 
been exhibited, are a demonſtration of 
their reality. I find, that multitudes, 
who had the beſt means of informing 
their minds on this ſubject ; and who 
could have detected the impoſition, if 
any had been practiſed, were fully per- 
fuaded that fupernatural power had been 
exercifed by Chriſt and his apoſtles. So 
Grong was their convict ion, that it over-- 


came early habits ; and induced them to 
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embrace the religious ſyſtem, which 
appealed to this evidence. Nor was this 
all: it overcame the apprehenſions of 


contempt, of worldly loſſes, of every 


ſpecies of injury, and of a cruel and in- 


famous death, Upon the principle of 


* miracles, it is eaſy to account for this 
magnanimity. But, if the Chriſtian re- 


cord of miracles be a mere fable, how 


came the conviction of their reality to 


take poſfeſſion of fo many fair and hon- 
eſt minds; and to produce ſuch aſton- 
iſhing effects? Why did „ey believe, 
who were placed beyond the reach of 


impoſition ; and ho could have no mo- 
tive to aſſent to the powers, claimed by 


the founder, and firſt preachers of reli- 


gion, but the certainty that they exiſted? 
I am free to confeſs, that the faith of 


multitudes, ſituated. as they were, has 


great influence in, confirming my own, 


But to purſue the argument: I believe 
the miracles recorded in the New Teſ- 
tament, becauſe they were not called in 
queſtion by early infidels. The Jews 


were compelled to own, that the powers, 
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occaſionally exerciſed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
were ſupernatural. ** This man doeth. 
many miracles,” was the confeſſion even 
of the prieſts and phariſees. And the 
modern Jews. do not pretend to deny, 
that the founder of the Chriſtian ſect 
performed many things, which no man 
could do, unleſs he were aſſiſted by in- 
viſible agents. But, to-avoid the con- 
ſequences of ſuch a conceſſion, they both 
aſcribe his miracles to an internal cauſe. 
Succeeding unbelievers were likewiſe as 
well convinced of this part of our Lord's 
hiſtory. . Julian - acknowledges, that 
Ohriſt opened the eyes of the blind; re- 
ſtored limbs to the lame; and recovered 
demoniacks from their malady. But he 
intimates, that theſe are no very extraor- 
dinary feats. And Celſus, another vio- 
lent enemy to Chriſtianity, not preſum- 
ing to deny the mighty works of Jeſus, 


endeavours to depreciate them, by pre- 


tending that he learned magick in Egypt. 
Beſides, it is well. known, that becauſe 
the miracles of Chriſt could not be de- 
nied, attempts were made to eclipſe their 
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glory. Appollonius Tyanæus was 
brought into publick view by two un- 
believers, as a perſon, whoſe powers 
exceeded thoſe of Jeſus, The conceſ- 
ſions of Julian and Celſus, and this at- 
tempt to ſet up a rival to the ſaviour, 
may be eaſily accounted for, if we admit 


that ſigns were diſplayed ; and mira- 


cles performed by him. But if his fu- 


pernatural powers were an artful pre- 


tence, why did not theſe adverſarizs pub- 


lith the impoſition ? They did not want 


ſagacity to detect any unfair dealing. 
And ſuch a diſcovery would have given 
the triumph to their eauſe. That early 
unbelievers, and fome of them perſons 
of the moft extenfive information; that 
a Julian and a Celfus did not deny the 
miracles of Chrift, is with me a very 
ſtrong argument in favour of thofe mira- 
cles: And combined with other evi- 
dence, this circumſtance is ſufficient for 
my conviction. | 

Finally, the lying wonders, and pre- 
tended miracles of umpoſtors, are a proof 
that ſupernatural powers haye been em» 
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ployed for religious purpoſes. This ap- 


pears to be the juſt concluſion from theſe 


facts. Impoſtors would not have had re- 
courſe to ſuch arts, if they had not 
known the ſucceſs of real miracles. 
Would counterfeits have found their 
way into circulation, if there never had 
been genuine coin? Did not the latter 
unqueſtionably ſuggeſt the former? We 
may be aſſured, that pretended miracles 
would never have enriched the legend 
of a ſaint, if real miracles had never at- 
tracted the attention of mankind. Su- 
pernatural powers. have been-feigned in 


latter times, becauſe, .in. the primitive 
ages, ſuch powers really exiſted. And 


lying wonders, at the tomb of the Abbe 
De Paris, came in aid of. his doubtful 
reputation, becauſe the tomb of Chriſt 
was the ſcene of wonders and ſigns, 
which gave immortal ſplendour to his 
character; and enſured the final tri- 
umphs of his cauſe. 

I have now aſhgned the various rea- 
ſons, on which I ground my aſſent to 
the miracles, which ſtand recorded in. 
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the Chriſtian volume. I believe them, 
becauſe they reſt ori the ſame hiſtorick 
evidence with the moral inſtructions, 
and common facts coritained in that 
book. I believe them, becauſe co-tem- 


porary and ſubſequent events were ſuch 
as might have been expected, from the 


opetation of mitacles on the human 


mind. I believe them, becauſe the ear- 
Iy oppoſers of Chriftianity did not call 
them in queſtion. And [ believe them, 
becauſe their reality appears to me, to 
be a fair deduction from many unſuc- 
ceſsful attempts to imitate, and to rival 
them. Thus convinced of the ſuper- 
natural powers of Jeſus Chriſt and the 
apoſtles, I am perfuaded that they ſpake 
by authority; and conſequently, that 
the religious ſyſtem, which derives its 
name from the former, is not only ſupe- 
riour to all others, but that it is vivixE. 
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With ſuch force, do theſe arguments 
operate on my underſtanding, that I feel 
an increaſing confidence in my princt- 
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ples as a Chriſtian, The more I ex- 
amine the evidences of my religion, 
the more am I convinced, that it 
will not be overthrown by the wea- 
pons uſually employed againſt it. 
The foundation which ſupports it, is 
not to be weakened by the ſhafts of 
wit ; or blown down by the breath of 


ridicule, I am ſenſible, that there is 


no ſubje& which may not be placed in 
a ludicrous point of light; as there is 
no character which may not be vilified. 
Religion, patriotiſm, chaſtity, and al- 
moſt every moral and ſocial virtue, have, 
in their turn, been ſo expoſed as to in- 
vite contempt. Soame Jenyns has 
diſcharged all his wit upon 7be rights of 
man, and the leading principles of a free 
government, If ridicule were the teſt 


of truth, his book would be unanſwera- 


ble. But though it abounds with wit, 
it contains not one argument. And for 
this reaſon, the cauſe of civil freedom 
has ſuffered no injury from ſuch an aſ- 
failant. Though republican principles 
be the buttof his ridicule, yet they com- 
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mand the higheſt reſpect, wherever they 
are ſertouſly examined. And the ſame 
obſervation may be applied to the ſub- 
ject of religion. To overthrow the 
faith of one, who has ſtudied its evi- 
dence, arguments muſt be -ernployed, 
and not the falſe colourings of wit. 
Facts mult be fairly and clearly diſprov- 
ed. Otherwiſe, the Chriſtian will re- 
tain his reverence for religion; and 
though aſhamed of the diſingenuity of 
an oppoſer, he will not be athamed of 


the goſpel. 


But from the wit exerted upon Chriſ- 


tianity, I proceed to more ſober objec- 


tions. And I muſt fay, that however 


plauſible they may ſeem at firſt, they do 
not, by any means, invalidate its evi- 


dence. Many of them are impertinent; 
becauſe they are levelled, not againſt the 


'Chriſtian religion, but againſt its cor- 


ruptions. And many more are ſulli- 
ciently an{wered by an appeal to the 


conſtitution of nature ; and the degree 
of evidence upon which we act in gen- 


eral concerns. Some objections, if ad- 
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mitted, would overthrow the credit of 
all hiſtory. And others, when purſu- 
ed to their, juſt conſequences, would 
not only ſubvert the religion of Chriſt, 
but would bury natural religion in its 
ruins. ä 

In vain then, are objections of this 
kind urged | againſt Chriſtianity. In 
vain am I reminded; that the goſpel 
was firſt preached to the multitude ; 


and not to the learned and wiſe, I 


know that there is as much fairneſs of 
mind in the former,as m the latter ; and, 
in regard to matters of fact, that they 
are as competent judges. In vain am 
I called to reflect, that falſe pretences 


to inſpiration, and lying wonders, have, 


in all ages, been employed for political 
Purpoſes. The fact I do not diſpute; 
but I deny the concluſion. Falſehoods 
are daily uttered ; but does it follow, 
that the truth is never ſpoken ? Becauſe 
many counterfeits are in circulation, is 
there no unadulterated coin? As I have 
before had occaſion to obſerve, the vari- 
ous arts of religious impoſition take 
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their origin from real miracles, and 2 
real inſpiration. In vain am I told, 


that the Chriſtian ſyſtem is not univer- ; 
fal ; and of conſequence, cannot proceed f 
from the common parent of mankind. : 
I know that reaſon is imparted in vari- , 
degrees ; that the means of improve- | 
ment, civil liberty, and all the outward : 
bleflings of life, are beſtowed in differ- { 
ent meaſures on different objects: and 5 
yet, Jam perſuaded, that they all come F 
irom God. In vain is my attention { 
called to theangry diſputes ofChriſtians, { 
reſpecting the doctrines of the goſpel. 7 
am convinced, that ſuch is the weak- j 
neſs of the human mind, diſputes may p 
ariſe on any ſubject. I hear men diſ- nn 
pute on the principles of government, © 
the rights of citizens, and the nature of 
and extent of civil liberty : and yet, I 8 
doubt not, that theſe rights, and this b 
liberty, have a real foundation; and * 
that the end of government is their ſe- Fa 
curity. Why then, ſhould the diſputes at 
of Chriſtians diſcredit the goſpel ? In ſy 
vain is my faith inſulted with the mor- © 
*. 
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tify ing inſinuation, that profeſſors do 
not exemplify the virtues of their reli- 
gion; that their principles and practice 
are often at variance, I am ſenſible, 
that Chriſtians are rational agents ; and 
that the influence of their religion is not 
compulſory, but moral. Why then, 
ſhould I be more ſurpriſed that the laws 
of the goſpel ſhould be occaſionally dit- 
regarded, than that the dictates of con- 
ſcience, or the laws written on the heart, 
ſhould not always maintain their autho- 
Tity ? In vain will any urge, to the pre- 
judice of Chriſtianity, the ambition of a 
prieſthood ; and the various ſteps, by 


which the miniſters of religion afcend- 


ed from the condition of inſtructors, to 
that of oppreſſors. The goſpel, I am 


certain, gives no countenance to ſuch a- 
buſes. So far from it, ſpiritual pride, 
and ſpiritual tyranny, are objects of its 
execration. I might go on to enumer- 
ate other popular objections againſt the 


ſyſtem; but he who has formed his ideas 


of Chriſtianity from the writings of the 
apoſtles and evangeliſts, will be certa in 
that its credit is not injured by them. 
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As there is not any ſubject, which 
may not be turned into ridicule, neither 
is there any hiſtorical fact, againſt 
which many plauſible objections may 
not be raiſed. Conſidering his power, 
influence, and popularity, the deſtruc- 
tion of Ceſar, by the Roman ſenators, 
may be oppoſed with great ingenuity ; 
and many arguments may be brought 
to fix a ſuſpicion on this part of ancient 
hiſtory. The execution of Charles the 
firſt, and the triumphs of Cromwell, 
are likewiſe articles, which a logician 
might aſſail with many objections. 
And if a ſceptick were ſo diſpoſed, how 


eaſily might he refute (as the term is 
ſometimes underſtood) the American 
hiſtory of independence ? He might 


contraſt the naval and military ſtrength, 

the riches, and the population of Bri- 
tain, with the poverty and weakneſs of 
the colonies :---he might alſo expatiate 
on the different principles, habits, in- 
terfering intereſts, and jealouſies of the 
coloniſts ;---and ſubjoining the fears of 
ſome, and the ſtrong attachment of 
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others to their political parent, he might, 
from the whole, ſhow the incredibility 
of our revolution. Still, the glorious 
fact is a refutation of ſuch reaſonings. 
And I muſt obſerve, that in regard to 
hiſtorical relations, the teſtimony of one 
credible witneſs will outweigh millions 
of ſuch objections, as a fruitful imagin- 
ation may eaſily invent. 

This conviction never fails to accom- 
pany me, when I repair to the ſacred 
oracles. In the New Teſtament, I find 
a detail of inſtructions. given, of won- 
ders performed, and of futurities reveal- 
ed. I am allo entertained with a par- 
ticular account of the ſufferings, death, 
reſurrection, and aſcenſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Other aſtoniſhing events are 
likewiſe, as circumſtantially related, 
And the hiſtory containing theſe things 
anpears to be as fairly written; and to 
carry With it as ſubſtantial proofs of its 
authenticity, as any hiſtory which has, 
gained credit in the world. Do any aſk, 
why I believe the antiquity of the Chriſ- 
tian records 0 I anſwer, for the ſame 
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reaſon that I believe the antiquity of Vir- 


gil's Poems, Ceſar's Commentaries, or 
Salluſt's Narrations : and that is, the 
concurring teſtimony of all intervening 
ages. Do any aſk, why I believe, that 
the ſeveral books were written by the 
perſons whoſe names they bear ? I an- 
{wer, for the ſame reafon that I believe 
the Georgicks to be the production of 
Virgil ;--- Jeruſalem delivered, that of 
Taffo ;---Paradife loſt, that of Milton; 
an Eſſay upon the ſubject of miracles, 
to be the work of Hume ;---and a refu- 
tation of that eſſay, the performance of 
Campbell. Do any inquire, whether 
the ſacred pages have not been greatly 
corrupted ? Tanſwer, they have not been 
greatly corrupted ; as appears by a col- 
lation ofthe earlieſt manuſcripts, and an 
appeal to the earlieſt verſions, and ancient 
fathers. So. many corroborating circum= 
ſtances plead in favour of the goſpel, 
that I muſt either diſtruſt all records ; 
or continue to admit the authenticity 
of thoſe, which difpiay the duty and 
hopes of a Chriſtian, 
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To conclude : the religion of Jeſus: 
Chriſt does not decline a fair examina- 
tion. It conſents to meet oppoſition 
but, in the character of its opponent, -it 
requires certain qualifications, which 
have not always appeared in the conteſt. 
It requires a large acquaintance with. 
the ſyſtem itſelf, an acquaintance form- 
ed, not through the medium of human 
creeds, but by a direct application to 
the evangelick records. And it requires 
an extenſive knowledge of the peculiar 
language, i in which thofe records were 
originally compoſed, of the various 
readings grounded on different manu- 
ſcripts, of Heathen and jewiſh teſtimo- 
nies, of the cuſtoms and moral ſtate of 
thoſe countries where Chriſtianity was. 
firſt publiſhed, of the conceſſions and: 
objections of the earlieſt unbelievers,. 
and of the general hiſtory of the church. 
Thus furniſhed, ſeveral have attacked: 
this religion ; but the conteſt has gener-. 
ally terminated in their conviction. I 
know many inſtances, where men have 


opened the hiſtory of Chriſt with the 
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language, yet they will impute no un- 
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diſreſpect of unbelievers; and cloſed it 
with the reverence of Chriſtians. 
The prevailing ſentiments of Ame- 


ricans will be naturally on the fide of 


that religion, which has been the ſub- 
ject of this work. Its influence in the 
firſt ſettlement of the country, will not 
be ſoon effaced from their minds. 
Their political principles will inſpire a 
reverence for a ſyſtem, which admits of 
no reſpect of perſons; but injoins the 
{me duties on all; and opens to all, 
the ſame proſpects of glory, honour, 
and immortality.. Its benevolent ten- 
dency, conſpiring with its evidence, 
muſt enſure to it a fair examination, 


And thoſe, who thus examine, even if 


they remain unconvinced, will conſent, 
that others ſhould cultivate its temper ; 
and follow its rules. They will not be 
diſpleaſed at ſeeing the virtue of their 
neighbours, directed and invigorated 
by Cariſtian principles. And though 
they may not fee fit to adopt their 
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common weakneſs, credulity, or fanat- 
iciſm to thoſe, who ſay with the A- 
poſtle, © LoRD TO WHOM SHALL WE. 


GO? Thou HAST THE WORDS OF: 


ETERNAL LIFE.” 
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